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Synopsis

The author wrote this new edition of the most popular elementary social studies methods text on the
market with the following three goals in mind:A A to present the most powerful social studies
content and pedagogy for children in elementary school, to offer the material in simple and
accessible ways, and to write in a first person active voice. The purpose of this book is to introduce
new teachers to the world of social studies teaching and learning in elementary and middle
schools.A A Geography, history, government and the other social sciences are delivered into the
palm of the new teacherA¢a -4,¢s hand along with a suite of tools for bringing social studies to life
in the classroom. A A The book is organized into three sectionsA¢a -4 cethe first orients the
reader to the mission of social studies education to the increasingly diverse children we teach, the
second concentrates on the curriculum, and the third deals with instruction, how we plan and teach
this curriculum.A A Three central themes continue to pervade the bookA¢a -4 cedemocratic
citizenship, diversity, and the social sciencesA¢a -a ceto ultimately encourage teachers to excite
their students about closing the gap between social realities and democratic ideals.A A An
exceptionally strong chapter on multicultural issues (Chapter 2) helps future teachers truly
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understand the changing demographics of the American classroom. A A A A
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Customer Reviews

A wealth of content, strategies, tools, and resources for teaching K-8 social studies, this text is a

must-have resource for your classroom. Written by one of the foremost leaders in Social Studies



education, Walter C. Parker, this fourteenth edition of Social Studies in Elementary Education
presents elements of a strong social studies curriculum, effective teaching methods, and an array of
field-tested examples, exercises, activities, and lesson plans. Written with clarity, a friendly tone,
and the solid content of previous editions, this new edition includes

AAAAAAAAAAA AA AA A Greater emphasis on teaching English Learners and
differentiating instruction for all learners. A AA AA AA AA AA AA AA A Coverage of current
trends including the implications of the global achievement gap and it connection to the 21st
Century Skills movement. A AA AA AAAA AA AA AA A Connections to childrenA¢a —-4,¢s

literature, now with icons for quick reference. A A A A

| teach in the College of Education at the University of Washington in Seattle where | chair the
Social Studies Education Program. | study KA¢a -4 12 social studies education and, in particular,
the civic development of youth. IA¢a -a,¢m especially interested in the ways civic education,
multicultural education, and global education overlap. My other books are Renewing the Social
Studies Curriculum (1991); Educating the Democratic Mind (1996); Education for Democracy:
Contexts, Curricula, and Assessments (2002); Teaching Democracy: Unity and Diversity in Public
Life (2003); and Social Studies Today: Research & Practice (2010). | am the editor of the

A¢a -EceResearch and PracticeA¢a -a,¢ column for Social Education, the flagship journal of the
National Council for the Social Studies. | was born and raised in Englewood, Colorado, on
DenverA¢a -4,¢s south side, and taught school for ten years in Adams County on

DenverA¢a -a,¢s north side. | earned the B.A. in Political Science (University of Colorado,
Boulder), the M.A. in Social Foundations of Education (University of Colorado, Denver), and the
Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction (University of Washington, Seattle). | live in Seattle with the rain

and my wife, Sheila Valencia. A A

Good stufies book that has all the facts that are needed to help students understand, it well written,

it has clear and concise information.

Thanks
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The book was good.

This textbook was a little more cumbersome to read however it does drive home the need to teach
social studies and teach it well. The author is really passionate about the subject and the

information is very appropriate and on point with regard to today’s social studies needs.

Has great lesson plan ideas all throughout the book

Recieved fairly quickly. Product was exactly what | expected. I'm only renting it since | know there’s

more current books out there but this is the one my professor wanted us to use.

As described.
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